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TARIFF   TEXTS. 


REPUBLICANS  AGAINST  THE 
REPUBLICAN  PLATFORM. 


SPEECHES  OF  ELAINE,  GRANT,  GARFIELD, 

HARRISON,  MORTON  AND  OTHER 

REPUBLICAN  LEADERS 

IN  FAVOB  OF  REVISING  AND  BEDU01TO  TARIFF  TASKS 


WERE  THEY  FREE  TRADERS  THEN, 

OR  ARK  TFIKY 

DISHONEST    NOW? 


The  Revolutionary  Doctrine  of  Prohibitory 
Tariff  Condemned  by  Republican  Leaders. 


Labor  Protection  vs.  Monopoly  Eitortioo. 


REPUBLICAN  DECLARATIONS 

COMPILED  FROM  OFFICIAL  SOURCES. 


RcpuhHeaii  National  Platform,  S  §68:  It  is  due  to  the 

lubor  of  the  nation  that  taxation  should  be  equalized  and  reduced 
as  rapidly  as  the  national  faith  will  permit. 

Republican  National  Platform,  1§84:  The  Republi- 
can party  pledges  itself  to  correct  the  inequalities  of  the  tariff  and 
to  reduce  the  surplus. 

Jamc§  «.  Biaiiie,  June  10,  18G8:  During  the  entire  war, 
when  we  were  seeking  everything  on  the  earth,  and  in  the  skies,  and 
in  the  waters  under  the  earth,  out  of  which  taxation  could  be  wrung, 
ii  never  entered  into  the  conception  of  Congress  to  tax  breadstuffs-— 
never.  During  the  most  pressing  exigencies  of  the  terrible  contest 
in  which  we  were  engaged,  neither  breadstuff*  nor  lumber  ever  be- 
cume  the  subject  of  one  penny  of  taxation.  *  *  *  Now,  as  to 
the  article  of  lumber,  I  again  remind  the  House  that  there  has  never 
been  a  tax  upon  this  article.  I  say  that  wherever  the  Western 
frontiersman  undertakes  to  make  for  himself  a  home,  to  till  the  soil, 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  life,  he  needs  lumber  for  his  cabin,  he 
needs  lumber  for  his  fence,  he  needs  lumber  for  his  wagon  or  cart, 
he  needs  lumber  for  his  plough,  he  needs  lumber  for  almost  every 
purpose  in  his  daily  life. 

President  Grant,  Annual  Message,  Decentier,  1874-'  Those 
articles  which  enter  into  our  manufactures,  and  are  not  produced  at 
home,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  entered  FHKK.  Those  articles  of 
manufacture  which  we  produce  a  constituent  part  of,  but  do  not 
produce  the  whole,  that  part  which  we  do  not  produce  should  be 
entered  free  also.  I  will  instance  fine  WOOLS,  dyes,  etc.  These  ar  - 
tides  must  be  imported  to  form  a  part  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
higher  grades  of  woolen  goods.  Chemicals  used  as  dyes,  com- 
pounded in  medicines,  and  used  in  various  ways  in  manufactures , 
come  under  this  class.  The  introduction,  free  of  duty,  of  such 
wools  as  we  do  not  produce  would  stimulate  the  manufacture  of 
goods  requiring  the  use  of  those  we  do  produce,  and  therefore  would 
be  a  benefit  to  home  production.  There  are  many  articles  entering 
into  "  home  manufactures"  which  we  do  not  produce  oursalves,  the 


tariff  upon  which  increases  the  cost  of  producing  the  manufactured 
article.  All  the  corrections  in  this  regard  are  in  the  direction  of 
bringing  labor  and  capital  in  harmony  with  each  other,  and  of  sup- 
plying one  of  the  elements  of  prosperity  so  much  needed. 

President  <*raiit,  Annual  Message,  December,  1875 :  "Many 
duties  now  collected,  and  which  give  but  an  insignificant  return  for 
{'nc cost  of  collection,  might  be  remitted,  and  to  the  direct  advan- 
tage of  consumers  at  home.  I  would  mention  those  articles  which 
enter  into  manufactures  of  all  sorts.  All  duty  paid  upon  such  ar- 
ticles goes  directly  to  the  cost  of  the  article  when  manufactured 
here,  and  must  be  paid  for  by  the  consumers.  These  duties  not 
only  come  from  the  consumers  at  home,  but  act  as  a  protection  to 
foreign  manufacturers  of  the  same  completed  articles  in  our  own 
and  distant  markets. 

James  A.  Garficld,  July  13,  1868 :  Unless  the  tariff  men  take 
heed,  unless  they  consent  to  a  rational  and  considerate  adjustment 
»f  the  tariff  such  as  only  can  be-  made  by  the  full  light  that  a  care- 
ful statistical  study  of  the  subject  will  bring,%  I  fear  from  them, 
more  than  from  any  other  source,  a  reaction  which  will  bring  us  by 
and  by  into  free  trade  and  all  its  consequences  of  evil  to  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  country. 

I  desire  to  say  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  not  the  best  mode  of 
defending  a  tariff  to  denounce  every  man  who  does  not  pronounce 
the  shibboleth  after  our  fashion  as  an  enemy  of  the  tariff. 

.3 nines  O.  ISBaine,  Secretary  of  State,  1881 :  The  hours  of  labor 
in  the  Lancashire  mills  are  56,  in  the  Massachusetts  mills  60  per 
week.  The  hours  of  labor  in  the  mills  in  the  other  New  England 
States,  where  the  wages  are  generally  less  than  in  Massachusetts, 
are  usually  66  to  69  per  week. 

Undoubtedly  the  inequalities  in  the  wages  of  English  and  Ameri- 
can operatives  are  more  than  equalized  by  the  greater  efficiency  of  the 
latter  and  their  longer  hours  of  labor. 

r,evi  P.  Morion,  M.  C.,  April  5,  1880  :  Mr.  Townshend  of 
Illinois  moved  to  pass  the  bill  to  place  salt  and  other  articles  on 
the  FREE  LIST.  Mr.  Morton  voted  aye. 

JANUARY  9th,  1885.  Mr.  Morton,  being  a  candidate  for  the  Senate, 
the  Albany  Evening  Journal  (Republican),  said: 

"All  Republicans  are  agreed  that  after  fighting  so  nobly  the  battle 
of  protection  in  November,  the  State  of  New  York  should  send  no 
free  trader  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Morton  cabled 
not  long  ago  that  he  was  fully  committed  to  protection.  We  rejoice 
that  the  then  leading  candidate  for  the  senatorship  appeared  to  be 


fully  in  line  with  Republican  sentiment.  But  we  turn  to  the  record 
and  find  Mr.  Morton  on  the  wrong  side  when  he  was  in  the  Forty- 
sixth  Congress. 

"Mr.  Morton's  record  as  a  free  trader  offsets  his  cablegram  as 
a  protectionist.  The  Republican  party  wants  no  man  in  the  Senate  at 
this  critical  period  who  has  the  taint  of  free  trade  about  him. 

"This  revelation  should  be  the  end  of  the  Morton  canvass." 

Senator  John  Sherman,  January,  1888:  The  tariff  ought 
to  be  carefully  revised  with  a  view  to  correct  any  inequalities  or  in- 
congruities that  have  grown  out  of  the  change  of  values  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  1883  ;  every  imported  article  which  does  not 
compete  with  our  domestic  industry  and  is  essential  to  the  comfort 
and  wants  of  our  people  should  be  placed  on  the  FREE  LIST  ;  every 
raw  material  of  industry  which  does  not  compete  with  our  own  pro- 
ductions should  be  specially  selected  for  the  FREE  LIST. 

Senator  Benjamin  Harrison,  November  28,  1882:  The 
creation  of  the  Tariff  Commission  was  a  confession  that  the  tariff  needs 
revision.  If  the  report  comes  in  it  should  be  promptly  acted  upon 
My  opinion  is  that  no  time  should  be  lost  after  Congress  assembles 
in  bringing  forward  these  measures. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Republican  Tariff  Com. 
mission  appointed  by  President  Arthur,  1§§1:  It 

would  seem  that  the  rates  of  duties  under  the  existing  tariff— fixed,  for 
the  most  part,  during  the  war  under  the  evident  necessity  at  that 
time  of  stimulating  to  its  utmost  extent  all  domestic  production- 
might  be  adapted,  through  reduction,  to  the  present  condition  of 
peace  requiring  no  such  extraordinary  stimulus.  And  in  the  mo 
chanical  and  manufacturing  industries,  especially  those  which 
have  been  long  established,  it  would  seem  that  the  improve- 
ments in  machinery  and  processes  made  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  and  the  high  scale  of  productiveness  which  has  become  a 
characteristic  of  their  establishments,  would  permit  our  manufact- 
urers to  complete  with  their  foreign  rivals  under  a  substantial  re- 
duction of  existing  duties. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  Commission  has  sought  to  present  a 
scheme  of  tariff  duties  in  which  substantial  reduction  should  be  the 
distinguishing  feature.  The  average  reduction  in  rates,  including 
that  from  the  enlargement  of  the  free  list  and  the  abolition  of  the 
duties  on  charges  and  commissions,  at  which  the  commission  has 
aimed  is  not  less  on  the  average  than  2O  per  cent,  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Commission  that  the  reduction  will  reach  25  per  cent. 

[The  Mills  Bill  proposes  a  reduction  of  less  than 
7  per  cent.] 


Hugh  Mceulloch,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Pre*i- 
dents  Lincoln  and  Arthur.  Annual  Report,  1884:  First.  That  the 
existing  duties  upon  raw  materials  which  are  to  be  used  in  manu- 
facture should  be  removed.  This  can  be  done  in  the  interest  of  our 
foreign  trade.  Second.  That  the  duties  upon  the  articles  used  or 
consumed  by  those  who  are  the  least  able  to  bear  the  burden  of 
taxation  should  be  reduced.  This  also  can  be  effected  without 
prejudice  to  our  export  trade. 

John  Sherman,  1872  :  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  pres 
ent  duties,  taken  together,  are  far  in  excess  of  what  they  were  be- 
fore the  war,  and  that  they  have  been  three  times  largely  increased 
since  the  passage  of  the  Morrill  tariff  act  of  1861.  Such 

excessive  protection  not  only  ceases  to  diversify  production,  but 
forces  labor  into  protected  employments.  If  the  present  rates  of 
duty  were  high  enough  during  and  since  the  war,  when  home  imlus 
try  was  burdened  with  heavy  internal  taxes— with  stamp  duties,  in- 
come taxes,  and  high  rates  on  raw  materials — then  surely  they  are 
now  too  high  when  all  these  taxes  are  removed. 

Hugh  McCulloeh,  Ex-Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  December, 
1887 :  In  the  main  I  agree  with  those  views.  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
Mr.  Cleveland  insist  with  such  emphasis  upon  putting  the  issue 
squarely  before  the  people.  His  action,  under  the  circumstances, 
marks  him  as  a  man  whose  ability  has  been  greatly  underestimated. 
There  is  no  question  over  which  the  general  government  has  juris 
diction  that  is  of  such  vital  importance  as  the  financial  policy  which 
we  are  to  pursue.  Mr.  Cleveland  has  marked  out  a  course  which  cun 
safely  be  followed. 

Senator  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  1867 :  In  considering  so  coin 
plicated  a  subject  as  a  tariff,  nothing  can  be  more  deceptive  than 
the  application  of  such  general  phrases  as  a  "protective  tariff,"  "  a 
revenue  tariff,"  "a free  trade  tariff."  Every  law  imposing  a  duty 
on  imported  goods  is  necessarily  a  restraint  on  trade.  It  imposes  a 
burden  upon  the  purchase  and  sale  of  imported  goods  and  tends  to 
prevent  every  importation.  THE  EXPRESSION,  "A  FREE  TRADE 
TARIFF,"  INVOLVES  AN  ABSURDITY.  If  you  converse  with  intelligent 
men  engaged  in  the  business  of  manufactnring  they  will  tell  you 
that  they  are  willing  to  compete  with  England,  Frailbe,  Germany, 
and  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  at  the  old  rates  of  duty.  If  you  re- 
duce their  products  to  a  specie  basis,  and  put  them  on  the  same  foot 
ing  they  were  on  before  the  war,  the  present  rates  of  duty  would  be 
too  high.  It  would  not  be  necessary  for  scarce  any  branch  of  indus- 
try to  be  protected  to  the  extent  of  your  present  tariff  law.  They 
do  not  ask  protection  against  the  pauper  labor  of  Europe,  but  they 
ask  protection  against  the  creation  of  your  own  laws. 

General  John  A.  Logan,  April  18,  1870:  Now  when  the 
gentlemen,  who  seems  to  be  the  protector  in  an  especial  manner  of 
the  great  labor  interests  of  this  country,  speaks  of  this  protection 
being  the  protection  of  the  labor  of  this  country,  I  ask  him:  Does 
not  every  farmer  and  mechanic  in  this  broad  land  make  use  of  iron 
in  all  kinds  of  labor  ?  The  4,000,000  men  that  have  been  freed  re- 
cently are  laborers,  are  producers,  not  manufacturers.  They  are 


e 

hot  men  of  skilled  labor;  they  evidently  are  not  men  who  are  pro- 
tected. And  then  there  are  the  men  in  the  Northwest  who  produce 
corn,  wheat,  oats,  pork  and  beans,  etc.;  they  are  producers  and 
consumers,  and  are  not  protected  ;  and  it  is  they  who  pay  this  large 
amount  of  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  manufacturers  of  this  article. 
And  when  a  gentleman  stands  upon  this  floor  and  tells  me  that  this 
high,  this  extraordinarily  high  tariff  is  for  the  protection  of  the 
laboring  men  I  tell  him  that  I  do  not  understand  how  he  can  possibly 
substantiate  such  a  theory. 

Senator  Sherman,  March  15,  1872 :  I  have  listened  with  pa- 
tience, day  by  day,  to  the  statements  of  gentlemen  who  are  inter- 
ested in  our  domestic  productions.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  gen- 
eral idea  of  protecting  their  industries,  but  I  assure  them,  as  1  as 
sure  their  representatives  here,  that  if  the  present  high  rates  of  duty, 
unexampled  in  our  country,  and  higher  by  nearly  50  per  cent,  than 
they  were  in  1861,  are  maintained  on  metallic  and  textile  fabrics 
after  we  have  repealed  the  very  internal  taxes  which  gave  rise  to 
them,  and  after  we  have  substantially  given  them  their  raw  materials 
free  of  duties,  we  shall  have  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  among  other 
interests  in  the  country  that  will  overthrow  the  whole  system,  and 
do  greater  harm  than  can  possibly  be  done  by  a  moderate  reduction 
of  the  present  rates  of  duty. 

Senator  All i son,  March  24,  1870:  I  will  say  with  regard  to 
the  duty  on  wool  and  woolens,  that  I  regard  it  not  as  an  intentional 
fraud,  but  as  operating  as  though  it  were  a  fraud  upon  the  great 
b«dy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  allude  to  the  woolen 
tariff,  a  law,  the  effect  of  which  has  been  to  materially  injure  the 
sheep  husbandry  of  this  country.  In  a  single  county  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  between  1867  and  1869,  the  number  of  sheep  was  reduced  from 
22,000  to  about  18,000  in  two  years,  and  what  is  true  of  this  county 
is  true  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  of  other  counties  in  Iowa,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  the  price  of  wool  has  been  constantly  depreciated. 

•  Mr.  Lawrence — I  should  like  the  gentleman  to  inform  me  how  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  wool  and  woolen  goods  would  inure  to 
the  advantage  of  the  wool  grower  ? 

•  Mr.  Allison — I  will  tell  the  gentleman  how,  in  my  judgment,  the 
wool  grower  will  be  benefited.     As  the  law  now  is  the  tariff  upon 
fine  wools  of  a  character  not  produced  in  this  country  is  100  per  cent, 
upon  their  cogt.     The  tariff  upon  woolens  of  the  same  class  is  only 
about  50  per  cent. ,  so  that  the  finer  woolen  goods  are  imported,  and 
not  the  coarser  fabrics.  Before  the  tariff  of  1867  our  manufacturers  of 
fine  goods  mixed  foreign  fine  wools  with  our  domestic  product,  and 
were  thus  able  to  compete  successfully  with  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer of  similar  wools.     But  being  prohibited  from  importing  this 
class  of  wools,  these  fine  goods  cannot  now  be  produced  in  this 
country  as  cheaply  as  they  can  be  imported.     Consequently,  mills 
that  were  formerly  engaged  in  producing  these  goods  have  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  business  or  manufacture  the  coarser  fabrics.  If  t  hey 
could  afford  to  manufacture  those  fine  goods,  they  would  make  a 
market  which  we  do  not  now  have,  for  our  fine  wools  to  be  mixed 
with  other  fine  wools  of  a  different  character  from  abroad.     This 
want  of  a  market,  as  I  understand  it,  is  the  reason  why  our  fine 
wools  now  command  so  low  a  price.     There  is  no  demand  for  th«-m 
at  homo,  and  we  cannot  export  them  in  competition  with  floe  wools 
grown  in  other  countries. 


Vote   for   Free  €oal  June  0, 

.',  That  the  C  of  Ways  and  Means  is  hereby  in- 

;he  eariic-t  moment  practicable  to  report  a  bill  to  this 
to  abolish  the  larilf  on  coal  so  as  to  secure  that  importan* 
article  a'  fuel  to  the  people  i  UKK  from  all  (axes. 

Ayes  —  Allison,  CuHom,  Pawes,  Hale,  Ilawlcy,  Logan. 

Senator  Allison,  <?/  Iowa,  March  24,  1879:  The  agricultural 
interest,  it  will  be  seen,  is  much  the  largest  interest  in  its  aggregate 
product  as  well  as  in  the  number  of  persons  employed.  I  believe  no 
one  will  claim  that  this  largo  interest  is  directly  protected.  It  is 
rule  lh.it  under  customs  laws  there  is  a  small  duty  upon  wheat,  barley, 
oats,  and  other  agricultural  products,  but  it  does  not  afford  any  pro- 
tection to  the  great  wheat  and  grain  producing  regions  of  the 
;  iy. 

NVhat  is  true  of  wheat  is  equally  true  of  other  grains.  Therefore 
the  farmer  has  practically  no  protection  at  all,  and  whatever  benefit 
he  derives  is  from  what  the  home  market  furnishes  for  home  prod- 
Unfortunately  for  the  farmer,  the  market  price  of  wheat  is 
fixed  by  the  price  which  the  surplus  will  bring  abroad,  or  the 
price  of  wheat  in  London  or  Liverpool.  At  that  market,  where 
the  surplus  is  sold,  and  which  fixes  the  value  of  the  whole  crop,  fie 
c.omcs  in  competition  with  the  grain  produced  in  the  Crimea,  in 
Hungary,  and  in  the  region  of  the  Baltic,  from  fields  cultivated  by 
what  is  known,  in  comparison  with  our  own,  us  pauper  labor. 

But  I  am  told  we  must  so  legislate  as  to  furnish  a  home  market  for 
all  our  agricultural  products,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  high  tariff. 
Any  one  examining  the  subject  will  see  that  our  agricultural  prod- 
ucts increase  more  rapidly  than  our  population,  so  that  if  we  do 
;>ort  these  products  in  their  natural  condition,  we  must  do  so 
by  converting  them  into  manufactured  articles  and  export  these 
articles.  But  this  cannot  be  done  under  a  high  tariff,  for  all  nations 
will  buy  manufactured  products  where  they  are  the  cheapest,  and 
the  nation  selling  the  cheapest  will  control  the  market.  This  rule 
excludes  our  highly  taxed  manufactures  made  from  highly  taxed 
materials  from  the  markets  of  the  world,  although  we  have  natural 
advantages  possessed  by  no  other  nation. 


Uforrill,  of  Vermont,  1870:   It  is  a  mistake  of  the 

friends  of  a  sound  tariff  to  insist,  upon  the  extreme  rates  imposed 
during  the  war. 

Senator  William  B.  Allison,  of  Iowa,  MarcJt,  $4, 
IH?V:  The  tariff  of  1846,  although  confessedly  and  professedly 
a  tariff  for  revenue,  was,  so  far  as  legar.ls  all  the  great  interests  of 
UK-  country,  as  perfect  a  tariff  as  any  that  we  have  ever  had. 

But  1  may  be  asked  how  this  reduction  shall  be  made.  I  think  it 
should  be  m  ide  upon  all  leading  articles,  or  nearly  all,  and  for  that 
purpose,  when  I  can  get  an  opportunity  in  the  House,  if  no  gentle- 
man does  before  me,  I  shall  move  that  the  pending  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Way3  and  Means,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  reduction  upon  existing  rates  of  duty  equivalent  to  20  per 
cent,  upon  existing  rares,  or  one  fifth  reduction.  [The  Mills  bill 
proposes  a  reduction  of  7  per  cent.] 

Senator  Kujjeise  ESale,  of  Maine:  The  duty  upon  salt  is 
iioVN  i;s.  -I'iiu  p.  .r  100  pounds  iu  bulk  and  :M  cents  in  -sacks.  The 
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•  • 

best  Turk's  Island  salt  can  be  purchased  at  the  place  where  it  is  pro- 
duced for  from  9  to  10  cents  per  bushel.  Any  gentleman  here  can 
compute  for  himself  the  percentage  of  duty  resting  upon  this  article. 
I  believe  there  is  no  one  question  about  which  the  reflection  of  mil- 
lions of  people  day  by  day  is  so  decided  as  it  is  in  declaring  that 
there  should  be  no  tax  upon  this  article  of  salt.  I  believe  this  article 
should  go  upon  the  free  list  :  that  the  monopoly  which  has  obtained 
heretofore  for  the  Onondaga  Salt  Works — as  great  and  complete  as 
any  monopoly  ever  granted  by  the  Tudors  in  England's  most  despotic 
times — ought  to  cease. 

Senator  John  J.  Iiigalls:  We  cannot  disguise  the  truth 
that  we  are  on  the  verge  of  an  impending  revolution  ;  the  old  issues 
are  dead  !  The  people  are  arraying  themselves  upon  one  side  or  the 
other  of  a  portentous  contest.  On  one  side  is  capital,  formidably  en- 
trenched in  privilege,  arrogant  from  continued  triumph,  conserva- 
tive, tenacious  to  old  theories,  demanding  new  concessions,  enriclied 
by  domestic,  levy  and  foreign  commerce,  and  struggling  to  adjust  all 
values  to  its  own  standard.  On  the  other  is  labor,  asking  for 
employment,  striving  to  develop  domestic  industries,  battling  with 
the  forces  of  Nature,  and  subduing  the  wilderness  ;  labor,  starving 
and  sullen  in  cities,  resolutely  determined  to  overthrow  a  system 
under  which  the  rich  are  growing  richer  and  the  poor  are  growing 
poorer  ;  a  system  which  gives  to  a  Vanderbilt  the  possession  of 
wealth  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice  and  condemns  the  poor  to  a 
poverty  which  has  no  refuge  from  starvation  but  the  prison  or  the 
grave. 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  M.  C.,  Massachusetts,  September, 
1884  '  Grave'public  questions  confront  us.  There  is  a  large,  perilous 
and  growing  surplus  in  the  revenues.  It  must  be  removed,  not  by 
needless  and  extravagant  expenditures,  not  by  abolishing  the  proper 
taxation  of  whisky  and  tobacco,  but  by  freeing  entirely  those  great 
necessaries  of  life  which  enter  into  the  daily  consumption  of  every 
household,  and  by  wise  and  discriminate  reductions. 

John  O.  Long,  HI.  C.,  of  Massachusetts,  September,  1884: 
There  are  only  two  ways  to  reduce  the  tariff.  One  by  raising  the 
tariff  to  a  prohibitory  height,  which  nobody  advocates  ;  the  other, 
the  free  list  is  the  honest  revenue  reformer's  hope. 

William  McKinley,  M.  C.,  of  Ohio,  1882:  The  free  list 
might  be  enlarged  without  affecting  injuriously  a  single  American 
interest. 

Senator  Warner  Miller,  of  New  York,  1882:  The  sooner 
we  have  that  (tariff)  revision  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  industries. 

Hon.  Athhel  P.  Fitch,  M.  €.,  of  New  York,  May  16,  1888  : 
In  the  interest  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the  interest  of  com 
mon  fairness,  I  propose  to  ask  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
to  consider  for  a  moment  how  the  present  tariff,  which  we  have 
promised  to  revise,  now  affects  the  people  whom  I  have  described, 
and  to  consider  what  they  pay  taxes  on  in  the  general  distribution  of 
the  customs  taxes  now  in  force. 
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They  pay  upon  everything.  Look  for  a  moment  at  what  they  eat. 
There  is  a  tariff  duty  on  beef,  on  pork,  hams  and  bacon,  butter  and 
lard,  cheese,  molasses,  grapes,  wheat  flour,  oats,  corn  meal,  rye, 
barley,  potatoes,  raisins,  vinegar,  honey,  rice  and  rice  meal,  sugar, 
extract  of  meat,  pickles,  currants,  apples,  salt  and  condensed  milk. 
The  list  is  substantially  an  inventory  of  the  stock  of  the  grocery 
store  at  which  they  buy.  There  is  a  duty  on  the  coal  which  warms 
them,  on  their  cooking  and  household  utensils,  on  their  entire  cloth 
ing  from  their  hats  to  their  stockings,  on  the  medicines  given  them 
when  they  are  sick,  and  on  the  roofs  over  their  heads. 

Hon.  Kiiutc  Nelson,  Ttt.  C.,  Republican,  of  Minnesota, 
March  29,  1888:  In  the  face  of  these  platform  pledges  ;  in  the  face 
of  these  admissions  from  unwilling  witnesses  ;  in  the  face  of  the 
large,  ever-growing  and  threatening  surplus,  taken  from  the  people 
by  taxation  and  used  by  certain  banks  without  any  consideration 
therefor  ;  and  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  barest  neces- 
saries of  life  are  loaded  down  with  the  highest  kind  of  tariff  taxes, 
it  makes  me  sick  at  heart  to  think  that  there  are  leading  men  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber  who  can  find  at  this  juncture,  and  under  these 
circumstances,  no  other  field  for  tax  reduction  than  the  internal 
revenue  taxes  on  spirits  and  tobacco.  Surely  these  things  are  not 
the  diet  on  which  the  poor  laboring  man  keeps  his  family. 

Worthier,  better,  and  juster,  it  seems  to  my  mind,  would  it  be  to 
give  our  people— the  toiling  masses— cheaper  food,  cheaper  fuel, 
cheaper  clothing,  and  cheaper  shelter — cheaper  because  released 
from  the  heavy  and  unnecessary  bondage  of  high  tariff  taxes.  /  -will 
put  free  sugar,  free  coal,  free  salt,  and  free  lumber  against  free  itihixky 
and  free  tobacco  under  all  circumstances,  and  so  will  the  great  W/M*  of 
the  American  people. 

Senator  Oliver  P.  Morton.    Now,  I  wish  to  say  to  the 

Senate  that  I  am  strongly  convinced  that  we  should  go  further,  and 
reduce  the  tariff  in  material  respects  upon  many  other  articles. 
*  *  The  country  expects  a  large  reduction,  the  country  knows  that 
it  can  be  made,  the  country  has  been  promised  this  reduction,  and 
the  dominant  party  here  is  responsible  to  the  country  for  this  re- 
duction, and  will  be  held  responsible  if  it  is  not  made. 

Henry  Wilson.  I  think  American  labor  will  be  best  pro 
tected  by  taxing  all  the  necessaries  of  life  lightly  ;  placing  the  raw 
materials  which  enter  into  our  manufactures  on  the  free  list ;  raising- 
revenue  to  support  the  Government  upon  articles  that  come  in  com- 
petition with  our  manufactures  and  upon  tke  luxuries  of  life,  which 
are  consumed  by  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  society. 

Senator  Henry  L.  Dawei.  The  duty  must  be  levied  on 
the  raw  material  or  on  the  manufactured  article.  If  you  levy  it  on 
the  raw  material  you  discriminate  against  Ameiican  labor,  and  if  you 
levy  it  on  the  manufactured  article  you  discriminate  in  favor  of 
American  labor.  You  must  have  either  a  protective  tariff  or  a  tariff 
which  discriminates  against  American  labor. 

William  D.  Itelley,  HI.  C.,  of  Pennsylvania  [wool}— July 
88,  1886 :  Let  the  raw  material  come  in.  Let  us  make  blankets  that 
will  drive  out  English  blankets.  Let  us  make  our  own  li  English 
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frieze"  and  "  Peterboro*  frosted  beaver."  Let  us  be  able  to  rival 
England  and  France  and  other  representative  nations  in  making 
these  cloths. 

Mr.  Kclley— April  22, 1872.  If  we  adjourn  on  the  29th  of  May 
we  shall  have  repealed  no  tax  or  duty,  and  the  people  will  ask  us  in 
every  paper  and  at  every  corner  why  we  have  continued  the  system 
of  taxation,  so  largely  in  excess  of  the  demands  of  the  Government 
and  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  at  the  rate  of  $50,000,000  per 
annum  outside  of  what  is  already  provided  by  law.  On  neither  side 
of  the  House  can  justification  be  found,  nor  do  I  believe  apologies 
which  will  prove  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  tax  payers,  who  are 
loaded  at  every  point  and  whose  profits  are  absorbed  in  the  excessive 
Treasury  of  the  Government. 

Senator  Joseph  R.  Hawley,  of  Connecticut,  1882  :  I  will 
vote  in  any  direction  to  bring  about  a  resolute  attempt  to  give  us  a 
revision  of  the  tariff, 

John  A.  Ka§§on,  of  Iowa,  1882 :  Some  excessive  duties  re- 
main on  the  statute  book  ;  some  dutiable  articles  should  be  on  the 
free  list,  and  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  have  become  obso- 
lete. 

.Justice  Miller,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court :  To  lay 
with  one  hand  the  power  of  the  Government  on  the  property  of  the 
citizen,  and  with  the  other  to  bestow  it  upon  favored  individuals  to 
aid  private  enterprises  and  build  up  private  fortunes,  is  none  the  less 
a  robbery  because  it  is  done  under  the  forms  of  law  and  is  called  taxa 
tion.  This  is  not  legislation.  It  is  a  decree  under  legislative  forms. 
Nor  is  it  taxation.  A  "  tax."  says  Webster's  Dictionary,  "  is  a  rate 
or  sum  of  money  assessed  on  the  person  or  property  of  a  citizen  by 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  nation  or  State."  Taxes  are  burdens 
or  charges  imposed  by  the  Legislature  upon  persons  or  property  to 
raise  money  for  public  purposes. 

AVe  have  established,  we  think,  beyond  cavil  that  there  can  be  no 
lawful  tax  which  is  not  laid  for  a  public  purpose. 

If  it  be  said  that  a  benefit  results  to  the  local  public  of  a  town  by 
establishing  manufactures,  the  same  may  be  said  of  any  other  busi- 
ness or  pursuit  which  emoloys  capital  or  labor.  The  merchant,  the 
mechanic,  the  innkeeper,  the  banker,  the  builder,  the  steamboat 
owner,  are  equally  promoters  of  the  public  good,  and  equally  deserv- 
ing the  aid  of  the  citizens  by  forced  contributions.  Ko  line  can  be 
drawn  in  favor  of  the  manufacturer  which  would  not  open  the 
c-offers  of  the  public  treasury  to  the  importunities  of  two-thirds  of 
the  business  men  of  the  city  or  town. 

Jame§  A.  Garfield,  May  18,  1872 :  And  I  know,  moreover, 
that  for  nearly  two  years  the  wholesale  price  of  American  salt  in 
Toronto,  Canada,  was  a  dollar  lower  per  barrel  than  the  same  salt 
was  selling  for  on  the  New  York  side  of  the  lake.  That  is,  we  pro- 
duced it,  shipped  it  across,  paying  whatever  portage,  freights  and 
transportation  were  required,  and  then  sold  it  to  our  Canadian 
neighbors  at  a  dollar  per  barrel  less  than  it  was  sold  to  people  on  our 
shores.  Certainly,  gentlemen  will  not  want  a  duty  continued  that 
enables  that  thing  to  be  done. 


i'fti enter    A.    Arthur's  -/>//'/'   *f  Amyin,,.  Such 

changes  should  be  made  in  the  present  tariff  system  of  taxation  as 
shall  relieve  every  burdened  industry,  and  enable  our  artisans  and 
manufacturers  to  compete  successfully  with  those  of  other  lands. 

James.  A.  (xarfield,  April  1,  1870:  Duties  should  be  so 
high  that  our  manufacturers  can  fairly  compete  with  the  foreign 
product,  but  not  so  high  as  to  enable  them  to  drive  out  the  foreign 
article,  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  trade,  and  regulate  the  prices  as 
they  please.  This  is  my  doctrine  of  protection.  If  Congress  pur- 
sues this  line  of  policy  steadily  we  shall,  year  by  year,  approach 
more  nearly  to  the  basis  of  free  trade,  because  we  shall  be  more 
nearly  able  to  compete  with  other  nations  on  equal  terms.  I  am  for 
a  protection  which  leads  to  ultimate  free  trade. 

President  Arthur,  Annual  Message,  1882 :  A  total  abolition 
of  excise  taxes  would  almost  inevitably  prove  a  serious,  if  not  an  in- 
surmountable obstacle  to  a  thorough  revision  of  the  tariff  and  to 
any  considerable  reduction  in  import  duties.  The  present  tariff  sys- 
tem is,  in  many  respects,  unjust.  It  makes  unequal  distributions, 
both  of  its  burdens  and  its  benefits.  *  *  '-  I  recommend  an  en- 
largement of  the  free  list  so  as  to  include  within  it  the  numerous 
articles  which  yield  inconsiderable  revenue,  a  simplification  of  the 
complex  and  inconsistent  schedule  of  duties  upon  certain  manufact- 
ures, particularly  those  of  cotton,  iron  and  steel,  and  a  substantial 
reduction  of  the  duties  upon  those  articles,  and  upon  sugar,  mo- 
lasses, silk,  WOOL  and  woolen  goods. 

Charles  J.  Folder,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  Presi- 
dent Arthur,  Annual  Report,  1882  :  All  agree  that  a  revision  of  the 
tariff  is  necessary.  The  action  of  Congress  in  creating  a  commis- 
sion for  that  purpose  renders  discussion  on  that  point  unnecessary. 
*  *  *  The  Secretary  earnestly  recommends  a  careful  revision  of 
the  tariff,  with  a  view  to  substantial  reductions. 

President  Arthur,  Fourth  Message,  1884:  The  healthful 
enlargement  of  our  trade  with  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa  should  be 
sought  by  reducing  tariff  burdens  on  such  of  their  wares  as  neither 
we  nor  the  other  American  States  are  fitted  to  produce,  and  thus 
enabling  ourselves  to  obtain  in  return  a  better  market  for  our  sup- 
plies of  food,  of  raw  materials,  and  of  the  manufactures  in  which 
we  excel. 

Charles  J.  Folger,  Secretat'y  of  the  Treasury,  Annual  He- 
port,  1883  :  In  the  recommondatipns  of  the  President  and  those  of 
this  department,  and  the  action  of  Congress,  and  in  the  expression 
of  public  opinion,  there  has  been  substantial  accord  as  to  ho\v  the 
needed  reduction  of  the  revenue  should  be  brought  about.  It  has 
been  generally  conceded  that  the  internal  revenue  taxes,  except  those 
upon  spirits,  fermented  liquors,  aud  up  >n  the  circulation  of  banks 
might  well  be  abolished.  My  last  report  said  that  taxes  upon  spirits 
and  tobacco,  being  upon  things  not  needful,  should  oe  retai..c  I  rather 
than  those  upon  the  common  necessaries  of  life;  which,  as  a  pro- 
position, is  not  to  be  controverted.  But  it  Was  conceded  by  nil  that 
a  substantial  reduction  should  be  made  upou  nearly  all  imported 
articles  subjected  to  duties. 
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NOW    READ    THIS. 

COMPARE  CLEVELAND'S  RECOMMENDATIONS  WITH  THE  REPUBLICAN 

DECLARATIONS. 
[President  Cleveland's  First  Message.] 

The  fact  that  our  revenues  are  in  excess  of  the  actual  needs  of  an 
economical  administration  of  the  Government,  justifies  a  reduction 
in  the  amount  exacted  from  the  people  for  its  support.  Our  Govern 
ment  is  but  the  means  established  by  the  will  of  a  free  people,  by 
which  certain  principles  are  applied  which  they  have  adopted  for 
their  benefit  and  protection;  and  it  is  never  better  administered  and  its 
true  spirit  is  never  better  observed  than  when  the  people's  taxation 
for  its  support  is  scrupulously  limited  to  the  actual  necessity  of  ex- 
penditure, and  distributed  according  to  a  just  and  equitable  plan. 

The  proposition  with  which  we  have  to  deal  is  the  reduction  of  the 
revenue  received  by  the  Government,  and  indirectly  paid  by  the- 
people  from  custom  duties.  The  question  of  free  trade  is  not  involved, 
nor  is  there  now  any  occasion  for  the  general  discussion  of  the  wisdom  or 
expediency  of  a  protective  system. 

Justice  and  fairness  dictate  that  in  any  modification  of  our  present 
laws  relating  to  revenue,  the  industries  and  interests  which  have 
been  encouraged  by  such  laws,  and  in  which  our  citizens  have  large 
investments,  should  not  be  ruthlessly  injured  or  destroyed.  We 
should  also  deal  with  the  subject  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect  the 
interests  of  American  labor,  which  is  the  capital  of  our  workiugmen; 
its  stability  and  proper  remuneration  furnish  the  most  justifiable 
pretext  for  a  protective  policy. 

Within  these  limitations  a  certain  reduction  should  be  made  in  our 
customs  revenue.  The  amount  of  such  reduction  having  been  de- 
termined, the  inquiry  follows,  where  can  it  best  be  remitted  and 
what  articles  can  best  be  released  from  duty,  in  the  interests  of  our 
citizens? 

I  think  the  reductions  should  be  made  in  the  revenue  derived  from 
a  tax  upon  the  imported  necessaries  of  life.  We  thus  directly  lessen 
the  cost  of  living  in  every  family  of  the  land,  and  release  to  the  peo 
pie  in  every  humble  home  a  larger  measure  of  the  rewards  of  frugal 
industry. 

[PRESIDENT  CLEVELAND'S  SECOND  MESSAGE.] 

The  income  of  the  Government,  by  its  increased  volume  and 
through  economies  in  its  collection,  is  now  more  than  ever  in  excess 
of  public  necessities.  Thus  a  continuation  of  our  present  revenue 
system  would  soon  result  in  the  receipt  of  an  annual  income  much 
greater  than  necessary  to  meet  Government  expenses,  with  no  in 
debtness  upon  which  it  could  be  applied.  We  should  then  be  con- 
fronted with  a  vast  quantity  of  money,  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  people,  hoarded  in  the  Treasury  when  it  should  be  in  their  hands, 
or  we  should  be  drawn  into  wasteful  public  extravagance  with 
all  the  corrupting  national  demoralization  which  follows  in  its 
train. 

Good  Government,  and  especially  the  government  of  which  every 
American  citizens  boasts,  has  for  its  objects,  the  protection  of  every 
person  within  its  care  in  the  greatest  liberty  consistent  with  the  good 
order  of  society,  and  his  perfect  security  in  the  enjoyment  ot  his 
earnings,  with  the  least  possible  diminution  for  public  needs.  When 
more  of  the  people's  substance  is  exacted  through  the  form  of  taxa 
tion  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  just  obligations  of  the  Government 
and  the  expense  of  its  economical  administration,  such  exaction  be 
cornea  ruthless  extortion  and  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  a  free  Government. 
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The  indirect  manner  in  which  these  exactions  are  made,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  conceal  their  true  character  and  their  extent.  But  we  have 
arrived  at  a  stage  of  superfluous  revenue  which  has  aroused  the 
people  to  a  realization  of  the  fact,  that  the  amount  raised  professedly 
for  the  support  of  the  Government,  is  paid  by  them  as  absolutely, 
if  added  to  the  price  of  the  things  which  eupply  their  daily  wants, 
as  if  it  was  paid  at  fixed  periods  into  the  hands  of  the  taxgatheret. 

Those  who  toil  for  daily  wages  are  beginning  to  understand  that 
capital,  though  sometimes  vaunting  its  importance  and  clamoring 
for  the  protection  and  favor  of  the  Government,  is  dull  and  slug 
gish,  till,  touched  by  the  magical  hand  of  labor,  it  springs  into 
activity,  furnishing  an  occasion  for  Federal  taxation  and  gaining 
the  value  which  enables  it  to  bear  its  burden.  And  the  laboring 
man  is  thoughtfully  inquiring  whether  in  these  circumstances, 
and  considering  the  tribute  he  constantly  pays  into  the  public  Treas 
ury  as  he  supplies  his  daily  wants,  he  receives  his  fair  share  of 
advantages. 

There  is  also  a  suspicion  abroad,  that  the  surplus  of  our  revenues 
indicate  abnoinal  and  exceptional  business  profits,  which,  under 
the  system  which  produces  such  surplus,  increase  without  cone 
spending  benefit  to  the  people  at  large,  the  vast  accumulations  of  a 
few  among  our  citizens  whose  fortunes,  rivaling  the  wealth  of  the 
most  favored  in  anti-democratic  nations,  are  not  the  natural  growth 
of  a  steady,  plain  and  industrious  republic. 

Our  farmers,  too,  and  those  engaged  directly  and  indirectly  iu 
supplying  the  products  of  agriculture,  see  that  day  by  day,  and  as 
often  as  the  daily  wants  of  their  households  recur,  they  are  forced 
to  pay  excessive  and  needless  taxation,  while  their  products 
struggle  in  foreign  markets  with  the  competition  of  nations, 
which  by  following  a  freer  exchange  of  productions  than  we  per- 
mit, enable  their  people  to  sell  for  prices  which  distress  the  Ameri 
can  farmer. 

And  all  the  people  know  that  the  average  rate  of  Federal  taxation 
upon  imports  is  to-day,  in  time  of  peace,  but  little  less,  while  upon 
some  articles  of  necessary  consumption  it  is  actually  more,  than  was 
imposed  by  the  grievous  burden  willingly  borne,  at  a  time  when  the 
Government  needed  millions  to  maintain  by  war  the  safety  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  collect  the  principal 
part  of  its  revenues  by  a  tax  upon  imports;  and  no  change  in  this 
policy  is  desirable.  But  the  present  condition  of  affairs  constrains 
cur  people  to  demand,  that  by  a  revision  of  our  revenue  laws,  the 
receipts  of  the  Government  shall  be  reduced  to  the  necessary  ex 
pense  of  its  economical  administration  ;  and  this  demand  should  be 
recognized  and  obeyed  by  the  people's  representatives  in  the  legis 
lative  branch  of  the  Government. 

In  readjusting  the  burdens  of  Federal  taxation,  a  sound  public 
policy  requires  that  euch  of  our  citizens  as  have  built  up  large  and 
important  industries  under  present  conditions,  should  not  be  sud- 
denly and  to  their  injury,  deprived  of  advantages  to  which  they  have 
adapted  their  business ;  but  if  the  public  good  requires  it,  they 
should  be  content  with  such  consideration  as  shall  deal  fairly  and 
cautiously  with  their  interests,  while  the  just  demand  of  the  people 
for  relief  from  needless  taxation  is  honestly  answered. 

A  reasonable  and  timely  submission  to  such  a  demand  should  cer- 
tainly be  possible  without  disastrous  shock  to  any  interest ;  and  a 
cheerful  concession  sometimes  averts  abrupt  and  heedless  action, 
often  the  outgrowth  of  impatience  and  delayed  justice. 


thie  regard  should  be  also  accorded  in  any  proposed  readjust- 
ment, to  the  interests  of  American  labor  so  far  as  they  are  involved. 
We  congratulate  ourselves  that  there  is  among  us  no  laboring  class, 
fixed  within  unyielding  bounds  and  doomed  under  all  conditions  to 
the  inexorable  fate  of  daily  toil.  We  recognize  in  labor  a  chief 
factor  in  the  wealth  of  the  republic,  and  we  treat  those  who  have  it 
in  their  keeping  as  citizens  entitled  to  the  moit  careful  regard  and 
thoughtful  attention.  This  regard  and  attention  should  be  awarded 
them,  not  only  because  labor  is  the  capital  of  our  workingraeu, 
justly  entitled  to  its  share  of  Government  favor,  but  for  the  further 
and  not  less  important  reason,  that  the  laboring  man  surrounded 
by  his  family  in  his  humble  home,  as  a  consumer  is  vitally  interested 
in  all  that  cheapens  the  cost  of  living  and  enables  him  to  bring 
within  his  domestic  circle,  additional  comforts  and  advantages. 

This  relation  of  the  workingman  to  the  revenue  laws  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  manner  in  which  it  palpably  influences  the  question  of 
wages,  should  not  be  forgotten  in  the  justifiable  prominence  given 
to  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  supply  and  protection  of  well  paid 
labor.  And  these  considerations  suggest  such  an  arrangement  of 
Government  revenues  as  shall  reduce  the  expense  of  living,  while 
it  does  not  curtail  the  opportunity  for  work  nor  reduce  the  com- 
pensation of  American  labor,  and  injuriously  affect  its  condition 
and  the  dignified  place  it  holds  in  the  estimation  of  our  people. 

But  our  farmers  and  agriculturists  —  those  who  from  the  soil  pro- 
duce the  things  consumed  by  all  —  are  perhaps  more  directly  and 
plainly  concerned  than  any  other  of  our  citizens,  in  a  just  and  care- 
ful system  of  Federal  taxation.  Those  actually  engaged  in  and 
more  remotely  connected  with  this  kind  of  work,  number  nearly  one- 
half  of  our  population.  None  labor  harder  or  more  continuously 
than  they.  No  enactments  limit  their  hours  of  toil,  and  no  interpo- 
sition of  the  Government  enhances  to  any  great  extent  the  value  of 
their  products.  And  yet  for  many  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of 
life,  which  the  most  scrupulous  economy  enables  them  to  bring  into 
their  homes,  and  for  their  implements  of  husbandry,  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  a  price  largely  increased  by  an  unnatural  profit  which,  by  the 
action  of  the  Government,  is  given  to  the  more  favored  manu- 
facturer. 

/  recommend  that,  keeping  in  view  all  these  considerations,  the  in- 
creasing and  unnecessary  surplus  of  national  income  annually  accumu- 
lating t  be  released  to  the  people,  by  an  amendment  to  our  revenue  law* 
which  fifutll  cheapen  the  price  of  the  na-exsaries  of  life  and  (jioe  freer 
entrance  to  such  imported  material*  as  by  American  labor  may  b<>,  'ii«ui- 
nfactured  into  marketable  commodities. 


[PRESIDENT  CLEVELAND'S  THIRD  MESSAGE.] 

The  amount  of  money  annually  exacted,  through  the  operation  of 
present  laws,  from  the  industries  and  necessities  of  the  people, 
largely  exceeds  the  sum  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
erument.  *  * 

Our  surplus  revenues  have  continued  to  accumulate,  the  excess  for 
the  present  year  amounting  on  the  1st  day  of  December  to  $55,  258.  - 
701.19,  and  estimated  to  reach  the  sum  of  $113,000,000  on  the  SOtl 
ot'.Iunr  iH-xt,  at  which  date  it  is  expected  that  this  sum,  added  to 


prior  accumulations,   will  swell  the  surplus  in   the  Treasury  to 
.000,000. 

*  *  *  *  *  vr 

It  is  not  proposed  to  entirely  relieve  the  country  of  this  tariff  tax- 
ation. It  must  be  extensively  continued  us  the  source  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's income  ;  and  in  n  readjustment  of  our  tariff  the  interests 
of  American  labor  engaged  iu  manufacture  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered, as  well  as  the  preservation  of  our  manufacturers.  It  may 
be  called  protection,  or  by  any  other  name,  but  relief  from  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  of  our  present  tariff  laws,  should  be  devised  with 
especial  precaution  against  imperiling  the  existence  of  our  manufact- 
uring interests. 

*  *  The  reduction  of  taxation  demanded  should  be  so  measured  as 
not  to  necessitate  or  justify  either  the  loss  of  employment  by  the 
working  man.  nor  the  lessening  of  his  wages  ;  and  the  profits  still 
remaining  to  the  manufacturer,  after  a  necessary  readjustment, 
should  furnish  no  excuse  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  interests  of  his  em- 
ployes either  iu  their  opportunity  to  work  or  in  the  diminution  of 
their  compensation.  *  * 

Under  our  present  laws  more  than  four  thousand  articles  are  sub- 
ject to  duty.  Many  of  these  do  not  in  any  way  compete  with  our 
own  manufactures,  and  many  are  hardly  worth  attention  as  subjects 
of  revenue.  A  considerable  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  aggregate, 
by  adding  them  to  the  free  list,  The  taxation  of  luxuries  presents 
no  features  of  hardship  ;  but  the  necessaries  of  life  used  and  consumed 
by  all  the  people,  the  duty  upon  which  adds  to  the  cost  of  living  iu 
every  home,  sJiould  be  greatly  cheapened.  *  * 

It  is  not  apparent  how  such  a  change  can  have  any  injurious  effect 
upon  our  manufacturers.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  appear  to  give 
them  a  better  chance  in  foreign  markets  with  the  manufacturers  of 
other  countries,  who  cheapen  their  wares  by  free  material.  Thus 
our  people  might  have  the  opportunity  of  extending  their  sales  be- 
yond the  limits  of  home  consumption  —  saving  them  from  the  depres- 
sion, interruption  in  business,  and  loss  caused  by  a  glutted  domestic- 
market,  and  affording  their  employes  more  certain  and  steady  labor, 
with  its  resulting  quiet  and  contentment.  ^ 

The  question  thus  imperatively  presented  for  solution  should  be 
approached  in  a  spirit  higher  than  partisanship  and  considered  in 
the  light  of  that  regard  for  patriotic  duty  which  should  characterize 
the  action  of  those  intrusted  with  the  weal  of  a  confiding  people. 
But  the  obligatoa  to  declare  party  policy  and  principle  is  not  want- 
ing to  urge  prompt  and  effective  action.  Both  of  the  gre 


great 

parties  now  represented  in  the  Government  have  by  repeated  and 
authoritative  declarations,  condemned  the  condition  of  our  laws 
which  permit  the  collection  from  the  people  of  unnecessary  revenue, 
and  have,  in  tlie  most  solemn  manner,  promised  its  correction;  and 
neither  as  citizens  or  partisans  are  our  countrymen  in  a  mood  to  con- 
done the  deliberate  violation  of  these  pledges. 

Our  progress  toward  a  wise  conclusion  will  not  be  improved  by  duel- 
ling upon  the  tlieories  of  protection  and  free  trade.  This  savors  too 
much  of  bandying  epithets.  IT  is  A  CONDITION  WHICH  CONFRONTS 
us—  NOT  A  THEORY.  Relief  from  this  condition  may  involve  a  slight 
reduction  of  the  advantages  which  we  award  our  home  productions, 
but  the  entire  withdrawal  of  such  advantages  should  not  be  con- 
t'-mplated.  The  quest-fan  of  free  trade  is  absolutely  irrelevant  ;  and 
the  persistent  claim  made  iu  certain  quarters,  that  all  ellv  Tts  to 
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• 

relieve  the  people  from  unjust  and  unnecessary  taxation  are  schemes 
of  so-called  free  traders,  is  mischievous  and  far  removed  from  any 
consideration  for  the  public  good. 

The  simple  and  plain  duty  which  we  owe  the  people  is  to  reduce 
taxation  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  an  economical  operation  of  the 
Government,  and  to  restore  to  the  business  of  the  country  the  money 
which  we  hold  in  the  Treasury  through  the  perversion  of  govern- 
mental powers.  These  things  can  and  shoald  be  done  with  safety 
to  all  our  industries,  without  danger  to  the  opportunity  for  remuner- 
ative labor  which  our  workinginen  need,  and  with  benefit  to  them 
and  all  our  people,  by  cheapening  their  means  of  subsistence  and 
increasing  the  measure  of  their  comforts. 


TRUE  NOW  AS  THEN. 

Ex-Senator  Grime§,  fieputlican,  of  Towa:  Mr.  President,  the 
man  who  opposes  the  passage  of  this  bill  must  expect  to  be  slandered. 
The  "protectionists,"  as  they  choose  to  call  themselves,  have  al- 
ready opened  the  vials  of  their  indignant  wrath  upon  the  heads  of 
those  whose  opposition  they  anticipated.  Threats  of  utter  political 
extinction  are  hurled  against  every  man  who,  in  the  exercise  of  an 
independent  judgment,  is  not  prepared  to  impose  upon  his  constit- 
uents the  burdens  which  the  various  manufacturing  combinations 
demand.  That  portion  of  the  public  press  suborned  to  their  inter- 
ests is  rife  with  charges  that  "  the  Capital  is  thronged  with  free- 
traders,and  that  British  gold  is  operating  to  secure  American  legisla- 
tion for  British  interests."  Everyman  is  condemned  in  advance 
who  would  inquire  before  he  would  vote. 

We  know  what  all  this  means,  and  so  far  as  I  have  the  ability,  I 
am  resolved  that  the  people  shall  know  what  it  means. 

It  means  that  two  or  three  large  manufacturing  interests  in  the 
country,  not  satisfied  with  the  enormous  profits  they  have  realized 
during  the  last  six  years,  are  determined  at  whatever  hazard  to  put 
more  money  in  their  pockets;  and  to  this  end  they  have  persuaded 
some  and  coerced  other  manufacturing  interests  to  unite  with  them 
In  a  great  combination  demand  for  what  they  cadi  protection  to 
American  labor,  but  what  some  others  call  robbery  of  the  Amer- 
ican laborer  and  agriculturist.  *  *  *  It  is  the  fashion  to  de- 
nounce every  man  who  does  not  favor  a  prohibitory  tariff  as  a  free 
trader.  The  charge  is  made  that  free  trade  agents  are  at  work  to 
influence  Congress,  and  that  our  tables  are  iucumbered  with  free- 
trade  documents.  Who  has  seen  these  free  trade  agents?  I  have 
yet  to  see  the  first  man  who  was  in  favor  of  free  trade,  nor  have  I 
seen  any  man  who  was  opposed  to  a  revenue  tariff  which  would 
incidentally  protect  such  branches  of  American  industry  as  needed 
the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government.  It  is  on  questions  of  detail 
that  we  differ.  We  disagree  as  to  how  much  money  shall  be  taken 
from  the  pocket  of  Peter  to  support  and  enrich  his  brother  Paul. 


"  I'm  a  prohibitionist.    I  used  to  take  47  drinks  a  day  but  now  I 

only  take  40  drinks  a  day/' 

"  Yes,  but  how  does  that  make  you  a  teetotaler  ?  " 

"Just  the  same  as  a  man  is  a  Free  Trader  who  favors  a  reduction 

of  tuxes  from  47  down  to  40  per  cent.     Do  you  see  V" 
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